enquired why they answered gravely: Tediculina.*
He raised his eyebrows in sympathy, apparently
taking it for some kind of brain fever or choleraic
attack. At last they told him what it meant.
'Beastly!" he said, and suggested that they had only
themselves to thank for their condition. At that
someone shouted: 'Come! Fetch a rake, and let's
draw his covert.' A comb was brought, the covert
was drawn then and there, and a find was made, at
which the exquisite ruefully joined in the laugh
against himself.
After the failure of the cavalry to reach the
Alambagh it had been suggested that all the horses
should be turned out of the position. It was decided,
however, to keep them as long as possible, and
efforts were made to eke out the fodder by
occasional raids on the standing crops across the
river, and by sending out the Indian grass-cutters
every night to forage, a service from which many of
them never returned. Some of the horses died, but a
number lived on, though, of course, they fell off
deplorably.
On the 16th October Outram wrote to Brigadier
Wilson, commanding at Cawnpore, as follows: 6The
commissary has just informed me that after the
strictest scrutiny, he finds that our attah. [ground
wheat] and bullocks (we have nothing else) will last
only till 18th proximo, on half rations for natives,
and three-quarters for Europeans. No possibility of
our obtaining supplies unless previously relieved.
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